Clyde A. Martin
November 18, 1942 - September 25, 2017

Clyde Allen Martin died of heart failure on September 25, 2017, in Bradenton, Florida. The
painful shock of his death is eased in part by the knowledge that his star did not falter and
fade, but rather burned brightly right up to the end. Clyde left the world as he came into it:
full of a powerful life force.
Clyde was born on November 18, 1942, in Davenport, Iowa, to Edna (Daude) Martin and
Herschel Martin. He was the first of five children to be raised on their farm outside of
Bennett, Iowa, and he was entrusted with great responsibility at a very early age. For
instance, he remembered driving the tractor at four years old, with blocks attached to his
shoes so he could reach the pedals. He described himself as shy among his peers, but at
home he was a leader. His mother remembered him as a storyteller and a bit of a
comedian; his siblings often thought of him as the boss.
Clyde was the first person in his family to graduate from college. He put himself through
Iowa State University by working in the summers and during the school year, as well as by
taking some semesters off to earn the money he needed to continue his studies. He
graduated with a degree in agronomy in the winter of 1965/66.
Immediately after graduation, he started working as a salesman for an agricultural
chemical company. In December 1966, he married Gaylen Nelson; together they lived in
Reinbeck, Waterloo, Cedar Rapids and Miles, Iowa, before eventually settling in Preston.
Between 1965 – 1971, Clyde served a six-year term in the U.S. Army Reserves.
Clyde and Gaylen had two daughters, Audrey, who was born in 1969, and Amy, born in
1972. He loved being a father and gave his daughters many happy childhood memories of
his playful spirit, his interest in the world around him, and his open heart. One of his great
joys was taking his daughters on adventures, whether it was on a boat ride on the
Mississippi River or a hike in the Rocky Mountains. Clyde had a strong nurturing side, and
he placed great value on kindness. He taught his daughters to work hard, to believe in
their own abilities, and to take the risks they needed in order to grow.
In 1971, Clyde started his own business, Martin Ag, in Preston, Iowa. The business
became the primary vehicle through which he expressed his desire to innovate and to
lead. He was an early adopter of the use of computers, and he advocated science-based
decision making in all aspects of agriculture. In the 1970s, Clyde became involved in the

Iowa Fertilizer Association, becoming its president in the 1980s. He pioneered the use of
soil sampling and crop scouting as tools for tailoring applications of fertilizer and pesticide
to the needs of specific farms and fields – practices which have since been adopted as the
industry norm. His work in this area eventually led to the development of a separate
company, AgWorks.
When the Farm Crisis of the 1980s hit, Clyde responded by digging in his heels and
working harder than ever to keep Martin Ag alive. This grit and determination, combined
with an unflagging optimism, were signature elements of his approach to life. He firmly
believed that hard work would be rewarded and that good always wins in the end.
In 1995, Clyde married Barbara Kerr Brown. Clyde and Barb were more than partners,
they were best friends. They understood each other, deeply enjoyed spending time
together, and took care of each other in countless ways. Together, they built a community
of friends in Maquoketa, Iowa and Palmetto, Florida, with whom they golfed, boated,
fished, traveled and generally “goofed off” (the words Clyde used to distinguish any
activity that wasn’t work). No one was as closely connected to Clyde as Barb, and no one
will feel his loss more keenly.
Throughout his life, Clyde had a strong desire to bring people together for the common
good. In the 1970s and ‘80s, he was very involved in church and community activities,
such as leading the Sunday school at Miles Presbyterian Church, and helping to start the
public library in Preston. Since his move to Palmetto, Florida in 2011, he took an active
role in the Tropic Isles Co-op where he and Barb made their home. Clyde had been
serving as president of Tropic Isles Co-op since March of 2015, and in fact was leading a
board meeting when he had the heart attack that took his life. He loved being part of this
close-knit community, and he would be deeply touched by the outpouring of support they
have so generously offered in this difficult time.
Clyde was a man of purpose, of action, and of ideas. He was his own person; he charted
his own course, and he was willing to take a stand. He was motivated by a desire to be
useful to others, and he didn’t wait for someone else to tell him how to do that – he
jumped in and made it happen. He used his creativity to find possibilities where others
saw problems, and he naturally generated excitement for his ideas with his charismatic
personality and his belief that anything was possible. He also knew how to find fun, and
make it. In short, Clyde loved life, and was loved by many. He will be greatly missed.
Clyde is survived by Barb Martin; his children, step-children and their spouses, Audrey
Martin and Francis Fryscak, Amy Martin, Melissa Brown Hanifen, Jason Brown, and Jarad
and Monica Brown; his grandchildren Gabriel and Beckett Martin-Fryscak, Ryann Hanifen,
Zachary, Hunter and Tucker Brown, and Mason and Kendall Brown; his siblings Dean
(Linda) Martin, Donna Martin, Kenny (Connie) Martin; and many cousins, nieces and
nephews.
Clyde was preceded in death by his parents, Edna and Herschel Martin, and his sister

Lois Badtrum.
A memorial service will be held at 11:00 at the First United Methodist Church of Palmetto
on Wednesday, October 4th.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Red Cross.
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Love's Embrace Roses – White was purchased for the family
of Clyde A. Martin.

October 02, 2017 at 05:06 PM



Healing Tears - Blue and White was purchased for the family of
Clyde A. Martin.

October 02, 2017 at 12:33 PM

JL

My deepest sympathy to the family and Barb. Clyde will be missed at Tropic Isles.
It was a privilege to know this gentleman. Clyde was one of the kindest
individuals I have had the honor of knowing. May God Bless you all and comfort
you in this difficult time.
Sincerely, Jodie Lawman
Jodie Lawman - October 02, 2017 at 09:50 AM

DK

Barbara and family, Clyde was such a special soul that enjoyed life and loved his
family day in and day out. He was always a joy to visit with and be with. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you and family during this difficult time. We have
been so blessed to have had Clyde as a brother-in-law. See you on Tuesday,
Love you all, Don & Phyllis
Don Kerr - October 01, 2017 at 12:55 PM

PS

Amy, Audrey and all you others that were loved by Clyde. He was one of the most
Humble & Kind man I knew. He would come up with the best witty jokes when I
worked at Martin Ag. When I would come to get the girls to babysit. Of course if
Clyde was around Nomie (spelling) had to say hi too. Amy & Audrey you are
Great girls! Because you had been shown by on great man! I said a prayer for
you all today. ((Hugs)) Remember when the wind blows along your check it is
your dad, husband kissing & checking up on you! Fly high Clyde
Peace & Love Penny & Scott
Penny Sullivan - September 29, 2017 at 08:52 PM

AM

Thank you so much Penny! It's a gift to us to hear your memories of him. Many thanks.
~ Audrey and Amy
Amy Martin - September 30, 2017 at 07:16 PM

DH

Amy, Audrey, and Barb, I am so sorry to see this , Sending hugs much love and
prayers for all.
Della.
Della Horst - September 30, 2017 at 10:04 PM

JW

This is a wonderful obituary for a wonderful man! We were so lucky to have met
him and have him in our lives! Clyde was a wonderfully caring person with a
mischevous smile and an infectious laugh we will never forget! We were so happy
that Barb and Clyde were able to visit us in Wisconsin this summer! He lived life
to the fullest truly believing that it's better to burn out than fade away! He is
missed by us and so many others whose lives he touched!
Jeff and Cindi Wallace - September 29, 2017 at 03:03 PM

JN

We are so sorry to hear of Clyde's passing to everlasting life. We are in MN still
and are unable to attend the celebration of his life. We just spoke to Clyde during
'Irma' and he helped Randy with our roof issue. He will be missed. Our prayers
are with his family. Jean & Randy Nelson.
Jeanne Laine / Randy Nelson - September 29, 2017 at 02:24 PM

JD

Laura and I met Clyde and Barb 2 years ago when we first moved here. We
became fast friends in the TI community.
Clyde invited me to go fishing last year and that was the first time I ever fished in
the Gulf.
Clyde taught me how to fish for the big ones and we really did land them.
I am so going to miss playing golf and fishing with my friend Clyde.
Jeff Donahue
Jeff Donahu - September 29, 2017 at 12:46 PM

KW

We had only known Clyde a short time in Tropic Isles but are so saddened by his
loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with the entire family. We had to return to IL
and are unable to be there but will be thinking and praying for you all at this sad
time.
Jeff and Kris Ward Tropic Isles
Kris Ward - September 29, 2017 at 12:17 PM

JR

Our condolences are with the family. He will certainly be missed by all the Tropic
Isles people.
Judy Roberts - September 29, 2017 at 10:53 AM

SS

Our deepest Condoleles to the Family.
We wishing you all strength in the days to come.May he Rest In Peace
Sam and Claire Sealtiel
Sam and Claire Sealtiel - September 29, 2017 at 10:28 AM

FL

The obituray is a wonderful tribute to a wonderful man. His driving optimism and
willingness to "get the job done" attitude made him a stellar leader.
Our love to Barb and family, Clyde's legacy will live on, and he will be sorely
missed.
Sharon & Frank Lord
Frank Lord - September 29, 2017 at 10:07 AM

DB

It has been our honor to have had the privilege of knowing and loving this man.
He will be forever in our hearts.
Dale and Jan Burbie - September 29, 2017 at 09:57 AM

PS

There is a place in my heart with Clyde's name on it. Clyde had compassion for
his neighbors and passion for his community of Tropic Isles. I was blessed to
share part of his life and will continue his passion for this community. He was truly
a best friend to me. Paul
Paul Smith - September 29, 2017 at 08:56 AM

LB

We were all so blessed to have him do such for Tropic Isles . A great man!! So sorry to
hear of his passing. Tropic Isles is our winter home. He will be missed. Our deepest
sympathy to his family and close friends. Gary & Loretta Bidlespacher
Loretta Bidlespacher - September 30, 2017 at 11:37 AM

FW

When I met Clyde, I towed him in from the Manatee River. We had good times
fishing,golfing and Happy hour on Basin St. Clyde would do anything for you. Loved
his laugh. He will be forever missed by all.
Fred and Eleanor Whitely - September 30, 2017 at 05:00 PM

